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By FVERT CLAR
Speeial to The New York Times
WASHINGTON, Oct. 16——not prohibit
The mystery of what the Sovict|tests necessary
Union is trying to achieve with{to station w:
a scries of one-orbit spacelcall them down
shots has deepened since thejspecific f{arge
first flight 13 months ago. Nor does the treaty prowibit
Most analysts here now be-it}le explosion of conventional
lieve the flights are exploringmeapons in orbit, While the
the techniques of bringmg*Rusqiam have not done {his in
down a nuclear warhead from|the serics of nine singic-orbit
an orbiting platform, shots, they mizht evenwaily
Until recently there had|want to da so, to stimulate
been considerable disagreementdestruction patterns of a nu-
about the purpose of the shots.|clear weapon, some observers
But the analysts believe theythere beligve.
have narrowed down the pos-| The treaty doecs not define
sible explanations. “outer space.” This task was
Nine shots have been fired|left to later r(‘"\)tiaﬁ ons. 2ut
in the series since Sept. 17,jthe treaty iz clear on the r) int
1966. that an object is ::\,L considered
At first, Western expertsito be in ouler space unless
thought the Soviet Union waslit remains in orbit.
attempting to disguise the fact; Thus the payleads seat alolt
of the flights as well as their}in the nine Soviel shots, which
purpose. Now, however, theylhave been returned to cacth
belicve ihe Soviet wants the|before they completed one .cir-
United States to be aware of
the flights, but they do not
know. why.
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84 nations, prohibits the sta- m;”fn;m y
tioning in orbit of weapons oftumusic
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The Soviet Tlights began with | JAU0¢ ching ve fj <
unannounced shots.on Sept. 17
“and Nov. 2, 1965, Both launch-
ing vrhicles apparently explod-4 'I\thCQW, Oct.
i in orbit, accidenially or on,The Sovict lmr;x
command from the ;"mmd (inte. arbit the 182
Since then there-have. been satellite in its Cosiaos o
seven shots, Lhe lest on Septaspace cxpcr:mcx L3 .
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